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controversy. The Indiana motor liability insurance law is probably the most rigorous in the country; there are severe penalties for accidents, and every driver must carry insurance worth $11,000. In another field the insurance companies have not been so socially minded. They fought and killed a measure which, if passed, would have greatly furthered cheap hospitalization, which the companies oppose if it competes with their own activity.
The present governor, Ralph R Gates, a Republican, came into office after twelve years of Democratic administrations. He is competent enough, conservative, an honest man, and ambitious. Many Indianians think that he has a close eye on the vice presidential nomination in 1948, and may well get it.
Indiana was, as everybody knows, the northern state most infected after World War I with the virus of the Ku-Klux Klan. In fact the Klan actually captured the state government for a time.31 The spoils were, as the word is, colossal. Think what economic power an organization like the Klan, if successful, can exert, and what loot comes to its leaders. Suppose you have 200,000 members. Each pays $10 for admittance, $10 per year for dues; moreover, the rake-off on the regalia is to be considered. Then consider the "take" if, in addition, you control the entire state apparatus and its patronage. The business was almost as lucrative as alcohol. No wonder what chiefly broke up the Klan were racketeers and hi-j ackers who muscled in. The Indiana Klan, with its infantile mess of Klavalcades and Klaverns, fought the Catholics and Jews (the Negroes were not so conspicuous an "enemy" then), just as today it chiefly attacks "reds" and Communists under the guise of "patriotic" witch hunting. In practice what it really stood against was anybody who opposed it. One Indiana Klan official had a sophistication so acute that he once remarked, "We're not against you Irish Catholics, but just them Roman Catholics!" The Elian also went to pieces in Indiana because its grand dragon, David C. Stephenson, got into certain troubles. He ran off with a girl and raped her; she took poison and died. Stephenson was exposed by the Times, arrested, tried for murder, and convicted, although he boasted that "he" was the law in Indiana.82 He was sentenced to life imprisonment, and is still serving his term. His adherents have made numerous (actually twenty) efforts to get him out,
31 For a brief word about the Klan in general see Chapter 45 below.
32 After his conviction the national Klan organization tried to drop him. A remarkably illuminating account of Stephenson is "Beauty and the Beast," by John Bartlow Martin, Harpers Magazine, September, 1944. <40n April 17, 1924, that is to say on the Deadly Day of the Weeping Week of the Appalling Month of the Year of the Klan LVII, His Lordship H. W. Evans, Imperial Wizard . . . signed an edict ordering the Evansville Klavern Number One to try Stephenson, and addressed it to All Genii, Grand Dragons and Hydras, Great Titans and Furies, Giants, King Kleagles and Kleagles, Exalted Cyclops and Terrors, and to All Citizens of the Invisible Empire, in the name of the valiant and venerated dead"